Wetland Banking Board Meeting
January 19, 2021, 1 p.m.
Zoom Meeting
CALL TO ORDER: Steve Puuri, chair, called the meeting to order.
ROLL CALL:
Board Attendees: Chair Steve Puuri, CRA & MML Engineering Specialist; Vice Chair Robert Laitinen,
Chippewa County Road Commission; Kelly Bekken, Missaukee County Road Commission; Brad Knight,
Road Commission for Oakland County; Mike O’Malley, MDOT; Jim Watling, MDEQ; Tim Wolff, Village of
Isabella; Tina H.
Others in Attendance: Rachael Cieslik, CRA; Shelby Eva, CRA; Jeff Silagy, Wetland Manager
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA: Wolff made a motion to approve the agenda. Laitinen
seconded. Motion carried.
Approval of October 20, 2020, meeting minutes: October 20, 2020, minutes were not available at the
time of the meeting. Minutes from the October meeting will be distributed before the next board
meeting. Silagy reviewed the Summary of Actions from the October meeting. Laitinen abstained on the
Chippewa Neebish Island project. Knight made a motion to accept the Summary of Actions. Wolff
seconded. Motion carried.
PROJECT UPDATES: Silagy gave the manager’s report.
a. Mackinac County Road Commission partnership with Little Traverse Conservancy. Once the
stewardship agreement is complete, the site will be available. There are 37 acres at this site.
b. Perry site. The Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes and Energy (EGLE) approved
the bank portion of the site the week of January 11, 2021. The pre-mitigation site has also been
approved. The site can be used for all projects within the service area. Michigan Department of
Transportation (MDOT) credit trades will be available.
c. Keweenaw Bete Gris site. The conservation easement packet will be distributed to EGLE soon.
The project will be over 40 acres of mitigation credits.
d. Grand Traverse Paul Bunyan site. Information has been submitted to EGLE. MiWB is waiting for
approval. CRA hopes to host an event this year at the site. Silagy will advise CRA staff on timing.
e. Ottawa County Road Commission Zeeland pit. No application has been submitted yet, but
MiWB is working with the county road commission on the sand and gravel pit site. Part of the pit
would become a mitigation site. MiWB is preparing a letter to send to Ottawa County, and they
expect opposition. The park would become a county park. The lake would go from 4.5 acres to
20 acres. Silagy expects that there are three to five years until mitigation.
f. Allegan County Road Commission – Cnossen site. Nothing to report.
NEW PROJECTS AND ACTION ITEMS: None at this time.
DISCUSSION ITEMS:
a. Status map. Silagy reviewed the project status map. Based on the map, Oakland County is a high
priority.
b. Credits used to date. 38 projects have used the Bete Gris and Perry sites. Silagy stressed that
the MiWB program is important; without these sites, projects would be delayed.

BUDGET AND TREASURER’S REPORT: Silagy reviewed the budget. In 2021, the program has spent
roughly $60,000 so far. There is over $2 million available. Silagy asked that the program preserve funds
this year in order to assess future sites, with Southeast Michigan the highest priority. Knight made a
motion to accept this proposal. Wolff seconded. Motion passed.
Puuri explained the current status of bridge bundling. MDOT is evaluating design build contractors, and
CRA is pushing for a bigger program. The board clarified the purchase of Silagy’s new laptop as an
expense covered under the program’s administrative costs.
COMMITTEE REPORTS: No reports at this time.
PUBLIC COMMENT: No comments at this time.
ADJOURNMENT: Wolff made a motion to adjourn. Laitinen seconded. Meeting adjourned.

