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Frustrations with winter weather leads to unsafe behaviors 

 

Lansing, Mich. – With snowfall accumulations in some counties at their highest levels since the 1970s, 

residents, private plowing contractors and even local governments are struggling to find places to put the 

snow.                   

 

“Our county road crews work very hard to keep local roads clear and safe for travel,” said Denise Donohue, 

director of the County Road Association of Michigan. “Plowing excess snow into public roads causes unsafe 

driving conditions and it’s illegal.”  

 

While it may seem convenient to plow snow into or along road sides, it creates unsafe driving conditions. 

Passing motorists can speed into unexpected snow at the end of a driveway and lose control.  When the snow 

hardens to the pavement it can even cause damage to plowing equipment trying to clear the roads. This is 

why Michigan law specifically prohibits shoveling or plowing snow on or across roads. 

 

The law also prohibits creating snow piles that block motorists’ line of sight.  Snow cannot be so high that 

drivers cannot see oncoming traffic or that it blocks road signage.  

 

“As we endure the final weeks of winter, residents and commercial plow operators are asked to keep from 

depositing excess snow on the roads,” Donohue said.  “Plowing snow into the proper spots keeps drivers safe 

and that makes everyone’s job easier.” 

 



The County Road Association represents the interests of Michigan’s 83 county road agencies that 

collectively maintain more than 75 percent of Michigan roads -- more than 90,000 miles and the fourth-

largest local road system in the nation.   
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Local Roads Matter: to schools and buses, businesses and economic development, emergency response 
vehicles and health care teams, to agriculture and tourism and to every Michigan resident.  Details at 
milocalroads.com 


