
Following the early April announcement by Speaker Jase Bolger that the House would take the first step in funding 
Michigan roads in a more sustainable manner, the House moved rapidly sending a package of bills to the Michigan Senate 
that would secure $450 million annually for roads by 2015.

Seven county road commissions were invited to appear before the House Transportation Committee the week of April 28th, 
by committee chair Rep. Wayne Schmidt.

Commissioners and managing directors for Antrim, Cheboygan, Chippewa, Emmet and Grand Traverse, along with Ed 
Noyola and Denise Donohue appeared before the Transportation Committee and gave testimony on the “State of the Roads 
2014:  Northern Michigan County Road Agencies.”  Additionally, Kent County Road Commission and Road Commission 
for Oakland County directors testified later in the week.

Burt Thompson, P.E., engineer-manager of Antrim County Road Commission, spoke on behalf of the northern Michigan 
group.  He thanked legislators for both winter funding and special project support from the Road & Risk Reserve (RRR) 
Fund.  Slides detailed which counties received projects, and the total 2013-14 winter costs vs. the budget plus the special 
appropriation – which left four of five counties in the red.

Thompson also repeated the County Road Association’s call for $2.1 to $2.5 billion annually in new monies to restore 
Michigan’s road system, and described the actual needs in each of the five counties.

He also described road and bridge conditions in the five northern counties, including the fact that 24 bridges are currently 
either closed or weight restricted.

Particularly graphic was the Mackinaw Trail Bridge over Chubb Creek in Chippewa County.  The photo showed a 1929 
bridge with a large vertical crack in the concrete box that will carry traffic from an I-75 detour this summer.  While the 
bridge is structurally sound, the thought of several hundred cars crossing a visibly cracked bridge made some committee 
members squeamish.

Some legislators have continued to say that locals must 
contribute funds for their local roads, and that efficiencies 
must be found by road agencies.  To address this issue head-
on, the PowerPoint also showed the significant local financial 
support for roads that is already generated in the five counties, 
and listed nearly three dozen efficiencies that have already 
been implemented by local road agencies.  

Road agency members who appeared before the House 
committee were:

	 •	 Burt Thompson, P.E., engineer-manager – Antrim
	 •	 Mike Roper, managing director – Cheboygan
	 •	 Rob Laitinen, P.S., superintendent-manager – Chippewa
	 •	 Dick Timmer, commission chair – Chippewa
	 •	 Brian Gutowski, P.E., engineer-manager – Emmet 
	 •	 Jim Cook, manager – Grand Traverse
	 •	 Steve Warren, managing director – Kent
	 •	 Dennis Kolar, P.E., managing director – Oakland

CRAM News
417 Seymour, Ste 1

Lansing, MI 48933
517.482.1189

micountyroads.org

May 2014
Volume 263

Denise Donohue, Director

Seven County Road Association Members Testify
Road funding package begins trip through Michigan Legislature

From left, Ed Noyola, Rep. Wayne Schmidt,
Mike Roper (behind Schmidt), Brian Gutowski, Burt Thompson, 

Jim Cook, Dick Timmer and Rob Laitinen talk about road funding 
after the County Road Association presentation before

Schmidt’s Transportation Committee on April 29.



When the Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce hosted 
its West Michigan Street Summit II at Meijer’s corporate 
headquarters in late April, the attention of area business 
leaders, state politicians and media was focused on the 
condition of West Michigan roads.

Speaker Mark Murray, former State of Michigan Treasurer 
and budget director and now Co-CEO of Meijer, Inc., said 
that as a company with hundreds of trucks on Michigan roads 
daily, he urged the Legislature to come up with a solution.

While he urged efficiencies, Murray said he did not know 
how road conditions could be improved without new funds.  
He indicated Michigan businesses would adjust financially, 
and that the road fixes were imperative to growing the state’s 
economy.

Speaker of the House Jase Bolger requested to be added to 
the agenda, and spoke about three important steps taken by 
his transportation package.

First, that his proposal would use all available taxes collected at the pump on roads.  Second, that the 
wholesale fuel tax in his proposal would be indexed to inflation going forward.

“We wouldn’t be in this situation with the roads if the Legislature in 1997 had indexed the gas tax increase 
to inflation,” the Speaker said.

Third, he talked at length about the issue of trucks.  While public perception is that too-heavy trucks are 
damaging the roads, Bolger indicated that if weight loads were reduced Michigan would have many more 
trucks on the road, likely increasing the wear and tear.  However, he does believe the trucking industry needs 
to contribute more to a road solution including diesel fuel tax parity and a heavy truck tax, both of which are 
part of his transportation package.

Bolger believes his proposal corrects fundamental problems in transportation funding, but was clear that it is 
not the full funding solution and he looks for others to come forward with amendments.

After the formal meeting, the 60-plus attendees reviewed maps of key roads in Kent County and its cities.  
The GR Chamber’s members’ input was solicited on possible future expansions, troubled areas and similar 
road issues.

Kent County Road Commission managing director Steve Warren, who supplied the maps, said the event 
has encouraged good interactions and relationship building between road agencies and the West Michigan 
business community.  A half-dozen legislators and several mayors attended.

State of the Streets
Seeking business-road agency interactions in Grand Rapids

John Strauss and Jerry Byrne of the Kent 
County Road Commission talk with business 

leaders about road issues in the county, 
marking trouble spots and highlighting

future expansion plans.



Your County Road Association Board of Directors met Monday, April 28, 2014, in Lansing.  During the 
meeting we discussed all the issues that you’ve been hearing about in the legislative updates along with 
several others.

We are all hopeful the new proposal by the Speaker of the House will develop 
into a long-term larger proposal that will more adequately fund all of Michigan’s 
roads and bridges.  County Road Association staff, our multi-client lobbying 
firms, your directors and many of our members are pursuing that goal.

It is great to hear a united message with regard to the Speaker’s proposal:  
MDOT, the Snyder Administration, your Association, MITA, and many others 
including Speaker Rep. Bolger himself are touting this as a beginning of the 
solution and something to build upon.  Your support of this “foundation” and 
helping us deliver the message that “it’s a nice place to start” is vital to keep this 
buzz going statewide.

The first annual State of the Roads news conference was held in front of the 
County Road Association offices on April 24th.  The Association was able to 
secure some great media coverage along with high-profile speakers like Rich Studley, President of the MI 
Chamber and MDOT Director Stuedle.

Many of our coalition partners attended and were impressed by how the event turned out.  The Local Roads 
Matter campaign was front and center at this event with Studley driving home that message continually 
throughout his speech.

Many people are asking, “What exactly is a local road?”   While there may be other definitions in use, to 
the taxpayer, local roads are the roads they travel almost every day.  Local roads are the ones closest to their 
homes, schools and places of employment.

The general public is the primary audience for the Local Roads Matter campaign.  Whatever THEY believe 
are their local roads, IS a local road.  Jurisdiction does not matter.  “Local” roads are what the public wants 
repaired and that’s why this campaign seeks adequate funding for state and local roads.

Amendments to the Association By-Laws were also discussed at our board meeting.  A change in meaning 
that was discussed was simply adding some of the guidance from the new strategic plan into our by-laws, 
specifically about the purpose of the road association.  The hoped-for effect was to help future boards 
continue the positive trajectory that the association seems to currently be achieving.

We also discussed the fact that the changes and improvements we have been making didn’t come for free.  
I once again would like to thank everyone for paying last year’s special assessment for association dues.  
These funds were instrumental in allowing CRAM to have its voice heard.  It is our opinion that these 
efforts have been well worth the cost and that they need to continue if we are going to re-emerge as the go to 
trustworthy voice for all roads in Michigan.

Thank you all for the support.

And thank you for your continued efforts back home to raise the image of your road commission.  The day-
to-day responsibilities and services that you and all county road agency staff deliver to Michigan taxpayers 
is what truly makes Local Roads Matter!

Sincerely,

Brad Lamberg, P.E.
Managing Director, Barry CRC
President, County Road Association

President’s Corner



The Governor has a State of the State Address, the 
POTUS has a State of the Union – so why not bring 
attention to the condition of Michigan roads with a State 
of the Roads news conference?

Association communications manager Monica Ware 
pulled together the first-time event at the height of 
pothole season last month, on the cracked and potholed 
roadway just outside the association offices.  The visual 
goal was to put the Capitol dome in the background with 
severely potholed streets just beside the microphone.

“We were happy that many of our Local Roads Matter 
coalition partners – including the Michigan Municipal 
League, Michigan Townships Association, MITA and 
Michigan Association of Counties – wanted to stand with 
us at this media event,” Ware said.

The press conference brought attention to the poor 
condition of Michigan roads and called on the Michigan Legislature to pass adequate, sustainable funding in the 
package of bills now making their way through the Michigan House.  Coverage of the event occurred in the Detroit 
News, the MIRS state Capitol newsletter, and has been seen on television from Lansing to Houghton-Hancock.

Other speakers included Rich Studley, CEO of the Michigan Chamber of Commerce; MDOT Director Kirk Steudle; 
County Road Association President Denise Donohue; and Greg Harless, Chief Deputy of the Ingham County 
Sheriff’s Department.

Brad Lamberg, County Road Association President, said $2.1 to $2.5 billion in new revenue run through the state’s 
transportation formula, is essential to a solid transportation system both in Barry County, and across the state.

“Michigan is dead last among all 50 states in per capita funding for roads,” Lamberg said.  “We can’t save our way 
out of this problem.”

Donohue described five simple reasons why road funding has dropped so low in Michigan, including a failure to tie 
the 1997 gas tax increase to inflation, and the fact that $1 
billion collected at the pump annually does not go to fix 
the roads.

Studley noted that while chambers of commerce 
typically advocate for lower taxes and smaller 
government, in this situation the Michigan Legislature 
must step up with a funding solution.

“Our message has been clear – if you want to boost the 
economy, fix the roads,” Studley said.  “Spending more 
on roads not only would avoid cracked windshields, but 
would create jobs directly and indirectly.”

Harless pointed out the danger to both the motoring 
public and law enforcement officials when roads are so 
severely potholed, and talked about delays in response 
time.

MDOT Director Steudle explains the condition of roads, 
as well as the implications of potential bankruptcy of the 

federal highway fund this summer.

Addressing the Legislature:

County Road Association president Brad Lamberg, P.E., 
speaks to the news media gathered for the State of the 

Roads 2014:  A Decade of Decline outside the association 
office and just north of the State Capitol dome.



The Transportation Asset Management Council’s annual breakfast meeting at the Michigan House drew a small crowd 
of legislators, most notably Sen. Arlen Meekhof, Rep. Wayne Schmidt and several others.

Meekhof, who is rumored to be in the running for next Senate Majority Leader, has been vocal on the issue of the 
need to adequately fund roads – including on Tim Skubik’s Off the Record show. 

TAMC participant Dr. Tim Colling, of Michigan Tech, spoke about the condition of PASER-rated federal aid roads 
and local roads.  The TAMC Annual Report and other information was provided to attendees.

Immediately after the presentation in the House office building, the House Transportation Committee convened for 
more testimony on increased road funding.

Asset Management Council Presents Report to Michigan Legislature



Local Roads Matter was front-and-center and so was our logo during a road funding news conference at the 
Macomb County Emergency Operations Center in April.

Former county sheriff and now Macomb County Executive Mark Hackel hosted a news conference on the 
condition of roads in Southeast Michigan. The county road perspective was represented by Dennis Kolar, 
P.E., managing director of the Road Commission for Oakland County, and his board chairman Greg Jamian. 
Macomb County Department of Roads director, Robert Hoepfner, P.E., was also at the podium.

Other speakers represented local cities, SEMCOG and the City 
of Detroit.

The County Road Association’s Local Roads Matter logo was 
the visual backdrop for the event blown up across several 
monitors at the emergency ops center, alongside street cameras 
trained on potholed intersections. Most speakers wore Local 
Roads Matter stickers, and Hackel used the phrase repeatedly.

A large contingent of Detroit-area news media covered the 
event, which called on the Legislature to find a solution now to 
the road funding situation.

Macomb County’s video production featuring the news 
conference and Detroit-area TV footage may be found on 
the Local Roads Matter Facebook page www.facebook.com/
milocalroadsmatter?ref=hl and on You Tube at www.youtube.
com/watch?v=4ufpVLkvCIU&feature=share.

The Macomb County news conference in April called on the Legislature and Governor Snyder to find a solution to 
Michigan’s deteriorating roads.  Local Roads Matter was the backdrop for the event.

Local Roads Matter in Southeast Michigan



Final Call – 2014 Directory Updates
If the information contained in last year’s directory on your county or company has changed, please make 
sure that we have your updated directory questionnaire.  If you’re not sure if we have your updates, please 
contact Cindy Reisig at 517.482.1189 extension 418. 

Associate Members will be contacted by a representative of Innovative Publishing who is handling the 
directory ad sales and publishing this year.    

Ware Promoted to Manager of Communications and Development
Monica Ackerson Ware, APR, a County Road Association of Michigan employee since 2007, has been 
promoted to Manager of Communications and Development.  The promotion comes as a part of the 
association’s on-going re-organization.  Ware, currently volunteer president of the Public Relations Society 
of America’s Central Michigan Chapter (150 members) was particularly recognized for innovation in award-
winning public relations campaigns, program development, fund-raising and sponsorship activities on behalf 
of the association.  

Ware is a nationally accredited communication professional with 19 years of diverse expertise in campaigns, 
public policy and public relations. She is staff liaison to the Public Relations and Transparency committees, 
and participates in several other committees.

June County Road Association Committee Meetings
The following committees will be meeting at the UP Road Builders Summer Meeting at the Island Resort & 
Casino, Harris, Michigan, on June 10, 2014.

Committee     Time   Room Location

Bituminous     3  – 3:30 p.m.  Bear Room

NEPA Review     3:30 – 4 p.m.  Bear Room

Weight Restriction & Uniformity  4:30 – 5:30 p.m. Bear Room

Engineering      6 – 9:30 p.m.  Bear Room

County Road Association Board Meeting 6 – 9 p.m.  Eagle Room

TEDF Category F Deadline – June 30
The Michigan Department of Transportation Office of Economic Development began accepting 
Transportation Economic Development Fund Category F applications for Fiscal Year 2016 on April 15. 
Eligible applicants include cities, villages and county road commissions.  Proposed projects must be on 
federal-aid designated routes within federal aid urban areas located in a county with a population of 400,000 
or less. Higher consideration is given to applications that propose improving all-season capabilities on 
routes having high commercial traffic or those that improve access to state trunklines. 
 
The application deadline for Category F grants is Friday, June 30, 2014. The application and instructions 
can be accessed at http://michigan.gov/tedf. For questions, please contact Matt Wiitala at 517-241-2152 or 
wiitalam@michigan.gov 
 
For additional information, please visit http://www.micountyroads.org/pdf/2014categoryf.pdf.

Important News from the County Road Association



The Road Ahead 
 January 
   9  Great Lakes Council Meeting 
  Baraga Lakeside Inn, Baraga 

   10  CRAMmy & Best Practices IMPRESS 
  Award Deadlines 

   14  Seven County Council Meeting 
  Roma’s Italian Restaurant, Owosso 

   23  Blue Water Highway Council Meeting 
  Black Forest Brew Haus, Frankenmuth 

February
   3  Southeastern Council Meeting 
  Calhoun County Road Dept., Marshall 

   4  Straights Area Council Meeting 
  Audie’s Restaurant, Mackinaw City 

   7  Millage Campaign Workshop 
  Comfort Inn, Mt. Pleasant  

   10  Southwest Council Meeting 
  Cass County Road Commission 

   10  CRAM General Policy Committee and 
  Board of Directors Meeting 
  Little River Casino & Conference 
  Center, Manistee 

   11-13 County Engineers’ Workshop 
  Little River Casino & Conference 
  Center, Manistee 

   13-14 UPRBA Winter Meeting 
  Holiday Inn, Marquette 

   19  Paul Bunyan Council Meeting 
  McGuire’s Resort, Cadillac 

   27  East Central Council Meeting 
  Hosted by Alcona CRC– Location TBD 

March
4  CRAM Trade Show 

  Best Western Plus, Lansing 

   5  CRAM Legislative Reception 
  Radisson Hotel, Lansing 

   4-6  2014 CRAM Highway Conference 
  Best Western Plus, Lansing 

April
   13-15 Commissioners’ Seminar 
  Double Tree, Bay City 

   13-17 NACE 2014 Conference 
  Hilton Capitol Center, Baton Rouge, LA 

May
   13-15 Finance and HR Business Seminar 
  Great Wolf Lodge, Traverse City 

June
   11-12 UPRBA Summer Meeting        
  The Island Resort & Casino, Harris 

July
   23-24 County Road Commission        
  Insurance Conference 
  Soaring Eagle, Mt. Pleasant 

September
   3-5  ASMRC and NMARC Joint Conference 
  Shanty Creek, Bellaire 

   7-11  ITS World Congress 
  Detroit 

October
   1-3  40th. Annual Superintendents’ Seminar 
  Kewadin Casino & Convention Center, 
  Sault Ste. Marie 

Do You Have News to Share? 
     To have your event added to the calendars in the CRAM News and on the website, please contact Monica Ware 
at mware@localroads.net.  If you would like additional information on listed events, visit micountyroads.org and
click on the events link. 

MAY
 13-15 Finance and HR Business Seminar
  Great Wolf Lodge, Traverse City

 15 Paul Bunyan Council Meeting
  McGuire’s Resort, Cadillac

 22 East Central Council Meeting
  Arenac County Road Commission, Omer

 26 Memorial Day – Association office closed
  
JUNE
 10 County Road Association Board Meeting,
  Harris

 11-12 UPRBA Summer Meeting
  The Island Resort & Casino, Harris

JULY
 4 Independence Day – Association office
  closed

 23-24 CRASIF Annual Meeting

AUGUST
 21 Paul Bunyan Council Meeting
  McGuire’s Resort, Cadillac

SEPTEMBER
 2 Labor Day – Association office closed

 3 County Road Association Board Meeting,
  Shanty Creek

 3-5 ASMRC and NMARC Joint Conference
  Shanty Creek, Bellaire

 7-11 ITS World Congress
  Detroit

OCTOBER
 1-3 40th Annual Superintendents’ Seminar
  Kewadin Casino & Convention Center,
  Sault Ste. Marie

Last month we ran a photo taken by a student, showing a pothole swallowing a City of East Lansing truck directly 
in front of Kellogg Center, the hotel/conference center at Michigan State University.  Following are some of the best 
captions we received:

	“Stuck in a rut?  Phone a friend for moral support.  Stuck in a pothole?  Phone Legislature for more funding.”
 -  Jonathan Coleman, Macomb County Department of Roads

	“We’re going to need a bigger truck.”   
 -  Garth Greenan, P.E., Traffic Services, Supervisor, Grand Traverse County Road Commission 
 -  Sue VanSteelandt, Macomb County Department of Roads

	“Road crew attempting to recycle old truck by using it to fill a
 large pothole.”
 -  George Ramsey, Macomb County Department of Roads

	“If given the proper training, they would have known to take
 the cold patch out of the truck FIRST!”
 -  Doug Maas, Macomb County Department of Roads

	“Looks like we got here just in the nick of time.”
 -  Mike Beers, Macomb County Department of Roads

Results of Stuck Truck Caption Contest


