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Michigan voters overwhelmingly support road millages 

August results show voters willing to invest in transportation infrastructure 
 
Lansing, Mich. – Four local government associations – the Michigan Association of Counties, Michigan 
Municipal League, Michigan Townships Association and the County Road Association of Michigan – 
today renewed their call for the Michigan Legislature to find a long-term funding solution to fix 
Michigan’s ailing transportation system.  This renewed call to action is based on the August primary 
election results that show Michigan voters heavily support funding their share of maintaining and 
improving local roads. 
 
“In reviewing all road ballot proposal results statewide, the data indicate that when local road millages 
are put before the local residents they are approved,” said Denise Donohue, director of the County Road 
Association of Michigan.  “Whether they are renewals – where the residents have had an opportunity to 
see the road agencies’ performance – or whether they are new millages, local residents overwhelmingly 
support road funding.” 
 
In the August 5 election, 100 percent of the counties with county-wide millages renewed them.  Among 
the six counties that sought either a first-time road millage or an increase, four were backed by voters, 
according to the County Road Association.  Most of these millages fund maintenance, which includes 
snow plowing, pothole repair, dust control, grading gravel roads and similar routine care.  A small 
portion of the millages go for improvements, such as resurfacing or reconstructing a road or bridge. 
 
“It’s important to note that local units of government cannot solve Michigan’s road problems.  The new 
2-mill road tax in Keweenaw County is expected to generate $266,000,” Donohue said.  
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“This could add a 1-inch asphalt overlay onto four miles of two-lane primary road or allow a 1-mile 
reconstruction in Keweenaw, which has 176 miles of primary and local roads – and several important 
tourist destinations,” Donohue said.  “At this rate, it would take almost 25 years at current prices to 
overlay all of the local primary hard-surfaced roads in a county with an extensive logging industry and 
significant winter weather from Lake Superior’s effects.” 
 
New 1-mill road millages in Kalkaska and Cheboygan counties would generate $681,965 and $1 million 
annually for roads, respectively.  These counties have more road miles, higher traffic volumes and must 
support more economic activity – including road-intensive logging and agriculture – than Keweenaw.  
 
 “We continue to believe the Legislature and governor must find a solution that provides at least 
$2.1 billion in annual road funding,” Donohue said. “It will still require a decade – and all of these local 
millages – to get the job done, but the problem grows worse by the day.” 
 

Strong voter support for funding road improvement 
Preliminary analysis by the County Road Association identified 151 road millages on the ballot during 
last week’s primary election, including renewals and new millages to benefit townships, cities, villages or 
entire counties.  Only 12 road or bridge millages were defeated at the polls.  That translates to a 
92 percent success rate.  Additionally, no new or renewal millages for public transit failed. 
 
“While voters have constantly shown support for local taxes that provide value and improve quality of 
life, there remains an underlying belief in Lansing that the residents of Michigan will not support such 
efforts statewide,” said Michigan Municipal League CEO and Executive Director Dan Gilmartin. 
 
“This election further proves that individuals care about their local communities and expanding 
investment in Michigan’s transportation network would be a great place for the Legislature to follow the 
lead of the constituents they represent,” Gilmartin said.  “However, there is an underlying trend that is 
concerning:  These results also show that the state’s system for funding municipalities is broken and that 
local communities and local taxpayers must continually counter the disinvestment in cities and villages 
that state leaders continue to demonstrate.” 
 
Among the millages that passed, the margin of approval was overwhelming.  On average the rate of 
approval was 70 percent, indicating that voters believe their local road agencies are performing well, 
and further that voters do, indeed, support funding to maintain Michigan’s transportation network. 
 

Local dollars do not resolve issue 
While it is laudable that voters approved road millages on August 5, the local action does not relieve the 
Legislature's responsibility to implement a comprehensive transportation funding solution for all 
Michigan roads, the groups said. 
 
Prior to the August primary election, Michigan’s 1,240 townships have collectively spent approximately 
$160 million every year on roads, protecting and serving both residents and nonresidents, according to 
Larry Merrill, executive director of the Michigan Townships Association. 
 
Also of concern is the fact that Michigan's property tax burden has increased to 15th largest among all 
states.  Shifting the cost of roads to local governments further overburdens the property tax base. 
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Revenue sharing cuts and decreased road funding have necessitated property tax millage increases to 
maintain local services and to shore up failing roads resulting from inadequate state transportation 
funding. 
 

Lansing must act 
“It’s critical that the Legislature and the governor resolve this pressing issue through increased revenue 
streams to restore and preserve Michigan's roads.” Merrill said.  “Local units can no longer shoulder the 
state's responsibility.  For voters to support comprehensive transportation funding reform, they must 
see a guarantee that local roads are part of the proposal.” 
 
“MTA supports a long-term solution for funding Michigan's roads and will continue to work with 
legislators to resolve this issue,” Merrill said.  
 
As 25 Michigan counties now have countywide road millages that provide a fraction of the funds needed 
to support their infrastructure, the Michigan Association of Counties echoed the call for legislative 
action. 
 
“The Legislature simply has to act. Counties and their constituents can’t resolve this crisis on their own 
through local road millages. Michigan needs a broad solution to this issue and a seamless transportation 
system, not a patchwork response,” said Steve Currie, deputy director of MAC. 
 

Millages: A sign of desperation among local governments? 
There is no question that the number of infrastructure-related millages has escalated over the last 
decade.  The Michigan Transportation Fund has diminished due to increased vehicle fuel efficiency and 
decreased driving during the recession and more people electing to use public transportation, biking or 
walking.  Also, the purchasing power of the MTF dollars has decreased as the cost of materials has 
increased.  It is the combination of less revenue, decreased purchasing power and lack of a long-term 
solution that has led to the current deteriorated state of Michigan’s transportation network. 
 
Currently, 34 percent of Michigan’s federal aid-eligible roads are in poor condition, compared with 10 
percent a decade ago.  Only 19 percent of federal aid roads are in good condition.  Non-federal aid 
roads, usually called local roads, are in even worse condition. 
 
Statistics indicate that every dollar not spent to repair a “fair” road today will cost $6 to $14 to repair 
when it deteriorates into a “poor” road in need of more significant repairs in a few years’ time. 
 
In both the 1980s and 1990s, voters in three counties per decade approved a countywide road millage 
proposal.  Since 2000, 13 counties have pursued a new countywide millage. 
 
“Our county road agencies are very eager for Lansing to resolve the road funding problem, and to get it 
done this fall,” Donohue said.  “We have a statutory obligation to keep the roads safe for the driving 
public and we simply cannot fix the roads properly on the dwindling funding coming out of the Michigan 
Transportation Fund.” 
 
 
Local Roads Matter: to schools and buses, businesses and economic development, emergency response 

vehicles and health care teams, to agriculture and tourism and to every Michigan resident. 
Details at milocalroads.com 


